
FAQ’s: 

Why do I need a Self Bailer?   
Outdoor spill containment faces a challenge in the form of rain.  Rainwater that has 
collected in a spill containment sump reduces that sump's capacity to effectively contain 
a spill.  In other words, if a containment sump is filled with water, it can no longer be filled 
with a spill. 

The Ultra-Self Bailer allows rainwater to pass through while removing any residual 
hydrocarbons from the water flow. 

How do I install it?  
The Ultra-Self Bailer comes with a female 3/4" NPT fitting, as well as a coupler fitting.  If 
your pallet, sump, etc. is fitted with a 3/4" NPT drain (all UltraTech products use this type 
of drain), you will not need additional parts.  

If your part does not have a 3/4" NPT drain, you will also need a bulkhead fitting (P/N 
1073).  A hole (1 9/16") will need to be drilled into the sidewall of your product, and the 
bulkhead fitting installed in the hole.  The Ultra-Self Bailer (using the included coupler 
fitting) can then be installed in the bulkhead fitting. 
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What is the shut-off valve for?   
As you might have guessed, the shut-off valve is a manual shut-off to completely stop 
water (and anything else) from passing through the Ultra-Self Bailer.  The shut-off valve is 
useful when switching out filter cartridges.  It can also be used if you happen to see a spill 
taking place, in which case you can prevent the spill from reaching the filter media and 
won't need to replace it with a new one. 

When/how often do I need to change out the filter?   
The life of your Ultra-Self Bailer's filter media cartridge will depend on the amount of 
oil/hydrocarbons present in the water that is draining through the unit.  As the filter media 
becomes saturated with oil, it expands and the water flow will become more and more 
restricted.  The filter should be replaced once the water's flow rate is no longer sufficient. 

Is there a way to extend the life of my filter?   
When circumstances allow, the use of polypropylene absorbents (not included) inside of 
the containment sump as a "pre-filter" should extend the life of your Ultra-Self Bailer. 

Why is the drain at the top of the filter in all of your pictures?  
Shouldn't it be on the bottom?  
No, the pictures are correct.  By placing the drain port at the top, any water that passes 
through is forced to flow up through the filter media, giving it (the media) more time to 
remove oil and hydrocarbons from the flow. 

How do I know when it is "full?"  
Water flow from the drain port of the Ultra-Self Bailer is an excellent indicator of the 
amount of oil/hydrocarbons that have been absorbed by the unit.  When that water flow 
has been severely restricted or completely stopped, the Ultra-Self Bailer's filter is "full" 
and needs to be changed as soon as possible. 
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